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thereon, as a blind man, incapacitated from reigning,
was consigned to the vault he had dug for his rival, Tvho
mounted the throne.

Mahmiacrs thirteenth and last invasion of India, v/as
undertaken to chastise the Tats of the Punjab, who had
opposed his return from Sr^rrinath. He is said to have

routed his enemies in a nava
at the sarrie spot vrhf-re A
for his lor.sf homeward sa

engagement on uie Indus.
exander equipped his rieet

",  thirteen   hundred   v;ars

before.
But the victorious arms of the Sultan v^sre n-3'v to
encounter a worthy foe in the Seljuk T^rks, who for the
first time crossed the Oxus and invaded his dominions.
Mahmtid in 1027 defeated the horde, which was soon,
however, to subdue all Persia and Asia Minor, and con-
quered Irak, and left his son ^lusauc governor of II-'- at
the ruins of which, near Teheran,, a solitary tower avne
remains to testify to the grandeur of a once magnificent
capital. So little does the Persian Government appreciate
its interest, that not long since it had been furnished \vith
a varnished door and a brass knocker.
The conquest of Persian Irak, which, besides Re, in-
cludes the famous cities of Kashan, Ispahan, " Half of the
World," and Hamadan, Ecbatana of the Medes, raided
the power of Mahmud to its highest pitch of glory. The
Buyades, or Bouides, or Dilemites, had risen to eminence
in the woods of the Caspian province of Mazenderan
between 932 and 1055, seized Western Persia from the
Samani predecessors of Mahmud, and Bagdad from the
Caliph, in whose name they professed to rule. At this
time their sceptre was in the hands of a widowed princess,
who wrote to Mahmud to say that her defenceTess con-
dition afforded her a protection which she might have
sought in vain in the arms of her powerful husband.
She was, whether from motives of policy or clemency, per-